


Welcome
Greetings and welcome to TEDxUCIrvine: At the Core.

TEDxUCIrvine provides a unique experience, in that we 
bring together outstanding minds and initiatives that span 
the different disciplines that make up our school. Our event 
showcases ideas that normally don’t share the same stage.

The theme for our fifth annual event is “At the Core”. This 
theme reflects our team’s belief that regardless of the layers 
needed to create a TEDx event, the primary purpose of our 
assembly here today is to promote ideas worth spreading. 
Whether those ideas stem from our speakers or our 
audience members, we hope to create a platform in which 
we can all communicate and cultivate a positive impact.

Regardless of whether you have attended a TEDx event 
before or if this is your first TEDx event, we want to preface 
this experience by explaining that you are going to be a big 
part of making today’s event a success. We invite you to step 
outside of your comfort zone, and allow your beliefs and 
thoughts to be challenged in an effort to learn about another 
person’s perspective. It is our hope that you leave reminded 
of how much power you have as an individual to share the 
ideas you learn today.

X,
Raymond Lam | Executive Director
Katrina Dela Cruz | Executive Producer



Event Agreement
“I understand that those who attend TEDx events do so in the 
spirit of curiosity, open-mindedness, respect, and tolerance, 
thereby enabling constructive conversation and allowing 
guests and TEDx speakers to be more open than they might 
otherwise be. I confirm that I will honor these values.”

TEDxUCIrvine is an event curated and executed by 
passionate UC Irvine students. It was founded on the belief 
that sharing the knowledge on campus can inspire action 
throughout the community. Once a year TEDxUCIrvine 
gives our campus the opportunity to showcase our talents, 
achievements and ideas on TED’s worldwide platform. We 
strive to ignite the curiosity, passion, and wonder in the 
interaction amongst the different disciplines on campus. 
In the spirit of TED, we aim to find “ideas worth spreading” 
within UC Irvine and to stimulate dialogue in the greater 
Irvine community. We are laying the foundation for a 
collaborative space for UC Irvine’s thinkers and doers. A 
place where these individuals can utilize their diversity, come 
together, and bring light to new ideas that foster a different 
way of thinking.

Event Schedule
Check-In 12:00 - 1:00 PM
Session 1 - At the Core of Innovation  1:00 - 2:30 PM
Spoken Word by Uncultivated Rabbits
Neil Sahota
Henry Klassen
Weian Zhao
Gregory Weiss
Amir Aghakouchak
Intermission 2:30 - 3:30  PM
Session 2 - At the Core of Humanity 3:30 - 5:30  PM
Vocal Performance by Ellen Shieh
Ben Teller
Brian Mac Mahon
Spoken Word by Uncultivated Rabbits
Elizabeth Cauffman
Abigail Reyes

#tedxucirvine #coreconversations2016
We invite you to share your experience by tweeting and 
blogging, but we do request that cameras and laptops not be 
used during the presentations. Photography + Video

Professionals will be filming and photographing the event. 
These pictures and videos are an essential way of sharing 
our atmosphere. By attending, you agree that we may publish 
these online.

@TEDxUCIrvine



SHERWYNN UMALI

mike knox

Associate Dean of Students at UC Irvine

Director, New Student & Leadership Programs at UC Irvine

mike enjoys helping students 
discover the value of their own 
voices, perspectives, & lived 
experience & is committed to the 
principle that we are all equal 
partners as both teachers & 
learners on UC Irvine’s campus. 

As the Director of New Student 
and Leadership Programs, mike 
organizes summer activities for New 
Student Orientation, manages an 
array of student leadership programs 
and resources, and teaches a class 
on White Identity and Racial Justice 
through the Cross-Cultural Center. 

Sherwynn enjoys, “working 
with ambitious students in their 
development and being part 
of the process of cultivating 
leaders in this increasingly 
global society.” 

Sherwynn joined the Student Life & 
Leadership team as the Associate 
Dean of Students in July, 2013. In 
this role, she is responsible for the 
oversight of the Office of Campus 
Organizations, Greek Life, the Cross-
Cultural Center, Service Learning 
& Volunteer Programs, the LGBT 
Resource Center, & Parent Programs. 

HOSTS

At the Core:  In addition to our emphasis on communication 
and sharing our collective stories,  in order to understand the 
privileges and obstacles presented to our generation we chose to 
concentrate on what is at the core of innovation and humanity.

Innovation: Our first session 
focuses on our exponential 

advancements in technology 
and research. With the 

sheer volume of discoveries 
happening at UCI, we want 
to not only showcase our 

cutting-edge innovation, but 
also address key questions 

and values in order to evolve 
progressively.

Neil Sahota
Henry Klassen

Weian Zhao
Gregory Weiss

Amir Aghakouchak

Humanity: Our second 
session consists of speakers 
concentrating on our human 

condition. We live in an era that 
groups “us” in different ways yet 
forgets the core values that bring 

us together. At the end of the 
day, we are all human beings that 

feel emotions, and crave social 
interaction. We want to explore 
ideas that unite not divide what 

makes us “us”.

Ben Teller
Brian Mac Mahon

Elizabeth Cauffman
Abigail Reyes



NEIL SAHOTA
Master Inventor, IBM Watson Group. UC Irvine Alumni

HENRY KLASSEN
Professor and Researcher at UC Irvine

Light at the End of 
the Tunnel

Henry Klassen, MD, PhD 
completed his combined doctoral 
program at the University of 
Pittsburgh, and is currently 
an Associate Professor of 
Ophthalmology at UC Irvine. Dr. 
Klassen’s long-standing research 
interests focuses on the application 
of neural regeneration strategies 
to diseases of retina and optic 
nerve. As a researcher at the Gavin 
Herbert Eye Institute and Sue & 
Bill Gross Stem Cell Research 
Center, he is currently focused on 
translational development of retinal 
progenitor cells as a candidate 
therapy for retinitis pigmentosa.

Transforming Today with 
Cognitive Computing

Neil Sahota is an IBM Master 
Inventor and World Wide Business 
Development Leader in the 
IBM Watson Group as well as 
an Adjunct Professor at the UCI 
Merage School of Business. He 
works with a wide range of clients 
to ideate next generation products 
and solutions powered by IBM 
Watson. In addition, Neil actively 
partners with entrepreneurs 
through his work with Tech Coast 
Angels, Cove Fund, and various 
other entrepreneurial organizations.  
He also volunteers his time with 
multiple non-profits & foundations 
to aid in event management, 
fundraising, grant reviews, as well 
as site vists. My notes My notes



WEIAN ZHAO
Professor and Researcher at UC Irvine

Dr. Weian Zhao is an Associate 
Professor at the Sue and Bill Gross 
Stem Cell Research Center, Chao 
Family Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Department of Biomedical Engineering, 
Edwards Lifesciences Center for 
Advanced Cardiovascular Technology 
and Department of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences at University of California, 
Irvine. Dr. Zhao’s research aims to 
elucidate and eventually control the 
fate of transplanted stem cells and to 
develop novel miniaturized devices for 
disease diagnosis and monitoring.

Future Diagnostics to Combat 
the Global Crisis of Antibiotic 
Resistance

GREGORY WEISS 
Professor and Researcher at UC Irvine

Gregory Weiss is a Professor of 
Chemical Biology in the Departments 
of Chemistry and also Molecular 
Biology and Biochemistry at UCI. 
He earned a BS from UC Berkeley 
and a PhD from Harvard University. 
His undergraduate and graduate 
research focused on the development 
of heterocyclic mimics of peptides. 
In 2000, he joined the faculty at UCI 
where his laboratory focuses on 
the interface between chemistry 
and biology, including the study of 
membrane proteins and bioelectronics. 

Unboiling the Egg

Tenured in 2006, he is a full Professor and former Vice Chair of the 
Department of Chemistry. 

My notes My notes



AMIR AGHAKOUCHAK
Professor and Researcher at UC Irvine

Amir AghaKouchak is an 
Assistant Professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at the 
University of California, Irvine.  His 
research crosses the boundaries 
between hydrology, climatology, 
and remote sensing to address 
critical global water resource 
issues. Dr. AghaKouchak is the 
principal investigator of several 
research projects funded by NASA, 
NOAA, and NSF.

Anthropogenic Drought and 
Environmental Change

Play Prizm

Blackstone LaunchPad

KIND Bars

Costa Rica Program

Speculative Prototyping 

The Green Initiative Fund

UCI Libraries

Prizm Labs is building Playtable - the world's first board game console. It's like the Netflix 
for board and card games; imagine having instant access to a library of board games, the 
ability to learn them in minutes, and create and customize your own versions.

UCI Blackstone LaunchPad provides premier  resources to entrepreneurial students, 
faculty, staff, and any other members of the Anteater Nation. Fostering a passion for starting 
new ventures, BLP has encouraged and supported startups such as iBesties, Lamestation, 
and Bulletin.

The Costa Rica program is an alternative break program and academic experience 
sponsored by Student Housing and the Division of Student Affairs, in partnership with 
the Division of Undergraduate Education. The program allows sixteen UCI students to 
experience a global sustainability and cultural immersion program leading to an increased 
cultural competence and global leadership development. The participants serve as 
diplomatic ambassadors for UCI as they immerse themselves in the community and 
culture of Costa Rica.

The S.P.A.M team, advised by Professor Jesse Jackson, is working in conjunction with the 
Claire Trevor School of the Arts and the Henry Samuelli School of Engineering are striving 
towards making the future of 3D printing closer to reality.

Established in 1963 as one of the founding academic units on campus, the UCI Libraries 
connect users—faculty, researchers, scholars, students, staff, or community members—to 
information resources, facilitating the creation, preservation, and sharing of knowledge in all 
disciplines. 

Established in 2009, The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) is a student led fee referendum 
designed to empower UC Irvine's undergraduate students with the financial resources 
to fund projects regarding the 3 main aspects of sustainability: economy, ethics, and 
environment. The principle goal of the Green Initiative Fund is to provide funding for 
projects that reduce the University’s overall impact on the environment and create a more 
sustainable atmosphere on campus.

Check out the following booths 
outside during Intermission.

KIND Healthy Snacks is a company which prides itself on its gluten-free, healthy, AND 
tasty snacks with ingredients you can see and pronounce. We're all about doing the KIND 
thing; from the healthy snacks we make to the way we work, live, and give back, our focus 
is on making the world a little kinder, one snack and KIND act at a time. 

My notes



BEN TELLER
Founder of Cuck Fancer. UC Irvine Alumni

Ben Teller graduated from UC 
Irvine in 2012. As a cancer survivor, 
Ben has used his experience to be 
an active leader in his community. 
Not only is he a City of Hope 
patient speaker and Advocate 
for Be The Match, he is also the 
founder of Cuck Fancer., the non-
profit organization which aims 
to help young adults affected by 
cancer. Cuck Fancer. currently 
provides grants, raises awareness, 
and acts to confront obstacles that

Outsmarting the Thief 
of Time

BRIAN MAC MAHON
CEO of Expert DOJO

Brian Mac Mahon is currently the 
CEO of Expert DOJO, the largest 
training academy for entrepreneurs 
in Southern California. Throughout 
his career Brian has lived in over 
35 countries gathering business 
and entrepreneurial experience 
along the way. This experience 
has helped form and contribute 
to his passion of finding creative 
and effective ways to increase the 
success rates of entrepreneurs.

The Kidnapping of the 
American Dream

cancer survivors may encounter. Ben is also a Social Media Producer 
at FOX Sports 1 as well as a Huffington Post Blogger.

My notes My notes



ELIZABETH CAUFFMAN
Professor and Researcher at UC Irvine

Elizabeth Cauffman is a Professor 
and Chancellor ’s Fellow in the 
Department of Psychology and 
Social Behavior in the School of 
Social Ecology and holds courtesy 
appointments in the School of 
Education and the School of 
Law. Dr. Cauffman’s research 
addresses the intersect between 
adolescent development and 
juvenile justice. She has published 
over 100 articles, chapters, and 
books on a range of topics in 

Arrested Development:  
Adolescent Development 
& Juvenile Justice

ABIGAIL REYES
Director of the Sustainability Initiative at UC Irvine

Abigail Reyes is the director of 
the Sustainability Initiative at 
UC Irvine. Ms. Reyes also is a 
co-Principal Investigator of the 
FloodRISE project, leading the 
Research Integration and Impact 
Team, and co-chair of the Faculty 
Engagement and Education 
Working Group of the UC Global 
Climate Leadership Council. 
In addition, she has provided 
facilitation and design services

How to Come Home

for the Salton Sea Initiative, UCI OCEANS, Research Justice Learning 
Community, Nexus 2014, and the Borrego Stewardship Council. Ms. 
Reyes brings to UC Irvine experience convening interdisciplinary teams 
of scientists, engineers, and lawyers to address community-identified 
sustainability challenges. 

the study of contemporary adolescence, including adolescent brain 
development, risk-taking and decision making, parent-adolescent 
relationships, and juvenile justice.
My notes My notes



Katrina Dela Cruz Raymond Lam Shanthi Bolla

Tiffany Conaway Kush Patel

Jaileen Gutierrez Priscilla Tenggara 

Vanessa Hsia

Core Team Members: Andrea Gomez, Athena Carlos, Carlene Chinn, 
Caroline Luu, Emily Leung, Erwin Cruz, Jaslyn Colocho, Jeffrey Pang, Julia 
Arthur, Mili Merchant, Mina Nada, Paul Do, Tina Mai, Wally Rashid

Executive Producer Executive Director  Director of Internal Operations

Director of Marketing Director of Content and Media Director of Campus Outreach

Co-Director of Social Media Co-Director of Social Media

Ambassadors: Anshul Singhal, Cecila Tapia, Josh Veloria, Nick 
Wolf, Zoe Peng

CORE TEAM 2016 MENTORS

Goran Matijasevic Sherwynn Umali

Farah Billah Alejandro Sosa Ellen Shieh

PERFORMERS

Farah and Alejandro are representing 
Uncultivated Rabbits today which is UC Irvine’s 
one and only spoken word poetry organization. 
Through their weekly performance & writing 
workshops, monthly open mics, and frequent 
performances throughout LA and Orange 
County, they aim to foster creativity, encourage 
expression, build community, and show 
people the beauty and power of language and 

performance.

Ellen Shieh is a 20 year old singer-
songwriter and international, 
competitive violinist. She was the 
overall winner and people’s choice 
of Soulstice, the biggest talent 
competition with an audience of 
3,000 people at UC Irvine, where 
she currently studies. Although 
she is a Cognitive Sciences 
major, she dreams of becoming a 
professional recording artist and 

performer. 



TEDxUCIrvine’s mission is to create an opportunity to showcase our community’s 
most brilliant and engaging “ideas worth spreading” on TED’s worldwide platform. 
Please join us in expressing our gratitude for each of our sponsors who help us 
share curiosity, passion, and wonder among the different disciplines at UC Irvine.

A special thank you to all our supporters and sponsors!

Amanda Sivgal | Angelia Trinidad | April Hul | Barney Ellis-Perry | Char Williams  
Cheryl Van Camp | Danny Harper | David Ochi  | Edgar Dormitorio  

Goran Matijisevic | Iain Grainger | Jack Morones | Jason Holland 
Jennifer Walker | Jeremy Knutsen | Krista Linzer  | Michael Dennin  

Michelle Kim | mike knox | Paloma Melendez | Richard Sudek 
Rob Seitelman | Ryan Folland | Sherwynn Umali | Stacey Myers 

Stephanie Van Ginkel | Terrance Dwyer | Tonya Becerra| Will Alvarez
Student Program Funding Board | Merage Speech & Presentation Club


